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Benjamin was dumbstruck.

Everything still felt so unreal. Perhaps he had not even woken up from his bed
this morning. Was he still dreaming?

Why had Colin suddenly switched teams? Benjamin was even dismissed from
his job and was going to be investigated?

Benjamin’s heart was thumping wildly as he subconsciously looked at Jasper.
What he saw was the same calm and unruffled Jasper from the moment he first
walked through the door. He looked breezy and indifferent regardless of the
mockery and ridicule thrown at his face. There was a layer of calm on his face
that was impossible to comprehend.

The mysterious and calmness he exuded was nothing at first, though when
Benjamin realized that Jasper had so stealthily got the entire situation within his
grasp, everything suddenly seemed so terrifying.

The things he and Mr. Monty did and said earlier must have seemed like a joke to
Jasper, right?

At the thought of this, the completely disheartened Benjamin looked to his only
backer for help, hoping that Conrad could speak up for him.

Conrad, however, was livid at the moment. He looked so gloomy it was as if a
thunderstorm was approaching. How could he possibly be in the mood to help
him?

After casting several glances, Benjamin sighed hard and said dejectedly, “I
understand.”



As Benjamin said those words, he stood up and walked out of the conference
room.

His departure did not catch anyone’s attention.

From the very start, Benjamin had been an insignificant character sitting on this
conference table. No one cared about him.

The things Mitch said earlier had offended Dwayne, so he was not going to be so
cautious anymore.

Dwayne was a mid-level senior executive in the Securities Regulatory
Commission. He had connections of his own and wielded authority, so even
powerful bosses of listed companies were exceedingly polite to him.

Dwayne did not want to offend Mitch, the young master of Harbor City, but that
did not mean he would put up with anything.

He enforced the law impartially so no one could find fault with him. Dwayne
refused to believe that the Langdons would come all the way to the Mainland to
pick on him because of this.

“If that’s the case, let’s begin voting on the second motion—”

Dwayne was halfway through his sentence when Conrad cut him off. “Hold on.”

Dwayne looked at Conrad. Although he was upset with Mitch, he still needed to
show Conrad some respect.

Conrad looked at Jasper and took a deep breath, saying, “You’ve planned all this
from the start, haven’t you? Colin has already picked your side, right?”

Jasper chuckled and said, “Don’t say that. The voting system of this shareholders
meeting is open and fair. The entire process is recorded and filmed. The



Securities Regulatory Commission will review this too. How could we have
possibly colluded?

“This is for the good of the company, everyone.”

Conrad sneered. “Since you already hold the winning card, Jasper, then stop
pretending. That will only make me despise you more.”

As he said those words, Conrad turned to look at Colin and said calmly, “Mr.
Walter, I don’t know what Jasper offered you or what he used to threaten you, but
you must make careful considerations when voting for the next motion.”

“If you make the wrong choice, someone will pay the price.”

Jasper said calmly, “Mr. Monty, there are many people watching and listening. Do
you think it is right for you, as the chairman, to threaten your shareholders so
overtly?”

Conrad sneered, “Are you afraid?”

“Afraid?” Jasper let out a fascinated smile and then looked at Dwayne before
saying, “Mr. Martin, let’s begin voting.”

Dwayne nodded. This time, everyone in the conference room, himself included,
no longer thought that Jasper was only playing to the gallery.

Even if Jasper was playing to the gallery, they were the ones who were pulled
onto the stage in the end, whereas Jasper was the bigwig sitting in the audience
watching the show.

Dwayne let out a sigh. From the bottom of his heart, he admired the means and
strategies that Jasper had adopted.



He had managed to deceive everybody with his strategies and pulled the rug out
from under Conrad’s feet. This was simply… ingenious!

“If that’s the case, let’s begin voting on Mr. Laine’s second motion on
reorganizing the board of directors and removing Mr. Conrad from his position as
the chairman. The voting will begin now.”

“I object!” Conrad stared fixedly at Colin, gritting his teeth.

“I represent the retail investors holding 6% of the shares to abstain from voting.”

Dwayne looked at Colin. At this moment, he felt slightly anxious as well, and his
palms were drenched in sweat unknowingly.

He knew that Colin’s answer would determine the direction of the shareholders
meeting. He could also tell the result of this match between Jasper and Conrad,
the genius from the Southeast Province that only appeared once every half a
century.
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There were too many people paying attention to this news.

It had also brought a huge impact.

Even Dwayne, someone who was used to being part of huge occasions like this,
found himself with a parched throat and a pounding heart.

Colin raised his head stiffly, looking at Conrad for the first time.

His gaze was an exceedingly complicated one.



He opened his mouth with much difficulty and said in a slow yet determined tone,
“I… agree.”

When those two words left his lips, there was only silence. No one spoke, and
everyone was holding their breaths.

Then, for some reason, everyone sighed in unison.

The direction of the company had been decided.

Ultimately, victory or defeat had been determined.

Jasper won.

Conrad, a genius that only appeared once every half a century, lost.

He lost thoroughly and completely.

The audience looked warily at both parties.

Conrad slumped on the chair as though his soul had left his body. There was a
slightly dull and bleary look on his face. His palms were still bleeding, and this
made him look both wretched and sinister.

As for Jasper, he remained calm and breezy, looking as though he had just
accomplished an insignificant task. There was a hint of weariness amidst the
calmness on his face, like nothing about this meeting could excite him.

Mitch was livid. He slowly turned around and gave Conrad a death stare, saying,
“This is the fun you wanted me to watch? It’s really fun indeed—simply hilarious!”

Conrad trembled, finally coming back to his senses. He stood up abruptly.



Mitch was sitting next to him, and the sudden movement startled him. He looked
at Conrad and was about to yell at him when he was taken aback by the man’s
sinister and ghastly expression.

Mitch had never seen anything like it. This was an expression that no ordinary
people should have.

“Jasper!”

Conrad roared in an ear-piercing voice. His roar sounded like the howling of a
mad beast.

“You want to fight it out with me, huh? Don’t forget that I still hold 40% of the
shares. So what if you kick me out of the board of directors? Worst comes to
worst, I’ll use the Monty family’s aluminum mine that’s worth tens of billions in
assets to fight you to the end!”

The Monty family had plenty of assets. Skyward Aluminum might be one of their
core industries, but it was one of the many and certainly not everything. It was
not a crucial industry that they could not give up either.

“I’ve never suffered defeat but I didn’t think I would win all the time either. Even
so, I certainly won’t lose to you! Who do you think you are?! You’re just a piece of
rubbish that crawled up from the bottom-most layer. You don’t deserve to win!

“You’d better listen up. Yes, you may have won, but I’ve not lost yet. I would
rather destroy this company that’s worth tens of billions than let you have it!”

As Conrad roared like he had gone insane, Jasper interlocked his fingers and
propped up his chin. He waited in silence for Conrad to finish.

After that, he said slowly, “Sure.”

Sure?!



Jasper agreed to it?

He agreed to Conrad destroying this company that was worth tens of billions?

Why would Jasper even bother spending tens of billions then?

Everyone was struck dumb by what Jasper said.

Everyone but Young Master Law. He felt a sense of superiority, as though
everyone was drunk and he alone was sober. He was even itching to laugh out
loud.

This was such a great show to watch!

Henry was well aware of how capable Jasper was and knew the way he handled
things better than anyone. To him, earning money was not at all a difficult task.
Jasper would only need to ask and the Laws, or even Gale alone, could easily
sponsor him with tens of billions at any time!

Moreover, Jasper had ways to make the same amount of money in the shortest
time possible. Could Conrad do the same?
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When Jasper said sure, he turned the already tense atmosphere in the
conference room strange and tumultuous.

Everyone was puzzled, not knowing what Jasper was thinking or plotting at.
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“This aluminum mine in Southeast Province that belongs to Skyward Aluminum
was discovered five years ago. If I’m not mistaken, the exploration team at the
time was sent by the provincial mining company.

“Logically speaking, the aluminum mine should have belonged to the provincial
mining company, but how did it end up as the Monty family’s property? Anyone
can smell that something’s fishy about it, right?”

Jasper leaned back on the chair and said indifferently.

Colin’s expression changed as soon as Jasper said those words.

In fact, as the general manager of Southeast Province Mining Company, he was
more than aware of this massive problem.

Even to the point where he had received countless benefits from the Monty
family for this.

This was an open secret to many.

The person behind this was Conrad, who at the time was just beginning to rise to
power in the family.

It was precisely because of this that Conrad’s plans were divulged to Southeast
Province’s upper class circles.

What was Jasper’s purpose in revealing the truth now?

Was he trying to settle old scores?

If that was the case, then Colin would most probably be the first man to be
thrown out as a scapegoat.

Conrad stared coldly at Jasper and said, “I don’t know what you’re talking about.”



“It doesn’t matter if you don’t. We’ll find the original materials as long as someone
is willing to dig them out.” Jasper shrugged.

“By the way, most of the previous exploration team members now work for
Haddock Mining Group.”

At this point, Jasper chuckled. Hidden behind his gentle smile were his actual
schemes.

“You think destroying the company will be the greatest threat to me? Are you
trying to destroy indiscriminately?

“What you didn’t expect, however, is that I never intended to take this aluminum
mine that you treasure so much. Gale loves it, though. I’m sure you know who
Haddock Mining Group’s boss is, right?”

Jasper grinned at Conrad whose complexion had changed abruptly and said,
“Destroy it, then! Why don’t you destroy it right now? When the time comes, you
don’t have to worry whether I will feel great about this or not because Gale
certainly won’t make the Monty family feel great about it.”

Conrad was so furious that his lungs nearly blew up. He roared at Jasper,
“Gale?! So after everything you’ve done, they were just orders from Gale?! Gale
has always wanted to seize Southeast Province’s mining industry. You’re bringing
disaster upon yourself!”

“You must have hit your head, huh, Conrad?” Jasper said flatly.

“I have nothing to do with whether Gale wants to seize Southeast Province’s
mining industry or not. This isn’t the industry where I make my living from. Do you
think I would work with Gale had you not provoked me first?

“It’s not so bad, though. At least I made a lot of money. He can take this mine if
he wants to. I don’t need it anyway.”



Conrad sat down dejectedly, saying no more.

No one knew what Conrad was thinking about at this moment.

Dwayne waited for a very long time and realized that Conrad had nothing else to
add. He forced himself to stand up and said, “We’ll proceed with the voting, then.

“The voting result is out. I hereby announce that the second motion initiated by
Mr. Jasper Laine, who’s representing JW Investment Company, to reorganize
Skyward Aluminum’s board of directors and remove Mr. Conrad as chairman is
passed!”

Having said that, Dwayne looked at Conrad and then at Jasper before letting out
a wry smile. “Are there any other motions?”

His question was met with silence.

After breathing a deep sigh of relief, Dwayne announced, “All motions have been
submitted, taken into deliberation, as well as decided in the shareholders
meeting. I hereby announce that the Skyward Aluminum shareholders meeting
has now officially ended.”

Having said that, Dwayne led his men away without looking back.

This was clearly a living hell, and Dwayne, who was used to putting his own
safety before matters of principle, could not bring himself to linger a second
longer in this place.

When Dwayne had left, Colin stood up as well. He glanced at Henry, who was
sitting next to Jasper, and was aware that he needed to keep a low profile at this
moment. As such, he turned around and left as well.

Therefore, Jasper, Henry, Conrad, and Mitch were the only ones left in the
conference room.



Although he had won, Jasper did not taunt Conrad further.

On the one hand, this was not in line with his character.

On the other hand, the Monty family was way more capable and powerful than he
thought. Skyward Aluminum was nothing.

He and the Monty family were now sworn enemies. There were still plenty of
chances for them to have fun together in the future.

On the contrary, Henry was full of zest, but he was disinterested in inferior trust
fund babies like Conrad. As such, he stared at Mitch whose face was growing
sullen by the minute, tutting and sighing non-stop.

“Tsk, tsk!”

Henry did not blow his trumpet nor sing his own praises either. He simply tutted
from time to time. This degree of mockery was far more lethal than using actual
words.

“What the f*ck are you tutting about?!”

Mitch could not stand it anymore and sprung up from his chair. He glared
viciously at Conrad and said, “I will report everything that has happened today to
my father. Aren’t you just f*cking marvelous?”

“What kind of f*cking genius are you? A genius that appears once every half a
century? Motherf*cker! I can smack nine out of ten idiots on the streets to find
one just like you.”

Mitch stomped away after saying those words.

“We should leave too,” Jasper said to Henry.



Henry chuckled. “I’m in a good mood today. Should we go to the bar and have
some fun later?”

“Are bars the only places where you can have fun?”

“There are many gorgeous ladies there. Why else do you think I want to go?”

“You can go yourself. I’m not interested.”

“Darn it. Yeah, yeah, I get it. You’re noble and refined.”

“I call it self-discipline.”

Their conversation drifted further and further away. Ultimately, all noise was cut
off by the dull sound of the door closing.

The conference room was engulfed in pin drop silence, so silent that Conrad
could hear his own heavy breathing.

It was at this moment that he finally felt his palm going numb from the pain.

“Hahahaha, Jasper Laine! I’ll make this a living hell for you!”

Conrad looked at his bloody palm and started laughing hysterically.
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After some time, the door to the dimly lit conference room opened.



A man with a tall frame walked over and placed his palm on Conrad’s shoulder.
Conrad had stayed in the same position in the conference room for more than
ten hours now.

“Dad! It’s you…”

Conrad called out with trembling lips.

“It’s time to go home.”

In the dark, the man’s voice was heard.

“You’re still young. There’s no harm in suffering some setbacks. The finest
diamond must be cut.”

“I refuse to accept this.” Conrad clenched his fists.

“It’s right to feel that way. If you refuse to accept this result, then find a chance to
strike back.”

“If you keep being so low-spirited, then you don’t deserve to be my, Steven
Monty’s, son.”

…

News about what had happened in Skyward Aluminum’s shareholders meeting
spread like wildfire.

Southeast Province was in turmoil.

No one had expected Jasper to gain victory with such incredible ease in the
shareholders meeting.



Meanwhile, Conrad, whom the people of Southeast Province held in such high
regard, had fallen from his throne after this incident.

As it turned out, a genius that only appeared once every half a century was
nothing but a load of bullcrap. The glory he basked in back then was also how
bad of a fall he had taken this time. Those who jeered at him grew in numbers as
well.

The turmoil in the outside world did not stop Jasper from carrying out his original
plan.

After the shareholders meeting, the first thing Jasper did was transfer all the
shares to Gale.

Gale got control of Skyward Aluminum as he had wished while Jasper walked
away with 300 million in commission.

Not only that, Jasper and Dawson had also received all of the Hanks’ properties
throughout the entire Southeast Province.

Without Gale’s help, it would have been almost impossible for Jasper to get rid of
the Hanks family so efficiently. After all, one must not underestimate a family that
had taken root and operated in a province for decades.

At the end, when every last drop of blood was squeezed out of the Hanks, they
declared bankruptcy.

Nevertheless, even if a camel had been starved to death, its meat was still
extremely valuable.

Almost all of that meat was shared between Jasper and Dawson, both father and
son-in-law.



Up until now, the people of Southeast Province still had their eyes fixed on his
strife with the Monty family. No one noticed how much Jasper had benefited from
this kerfuffle where he devoured the Hanks.

This was also precisely why Jasper had worked with Gale in exchange for
Haddock’s support.

“There are 34 real estates, 28 of which are worth more than ten million, and
almost all of them are commercial buildings located in flourishing locations.

“There are also bond contracts that have yet to expire and some miscellaneous
equipment that totals up to 2.98 billion.”

These assets had fallen into Jasper’s hands as a form of compensation from the
Hanks for breaching the contract.

“Sure enough, robbing is the best way to get rich fast.”

Dawson was in such a good mood that he joked with Jasper.

Jasper said with a smile, “Actually, the Hanks are much more capable than this,
but their family members have taken away all that could be taken away when
they escaped. Also, my guess is that they’ve robbed their own hidden reserves.”

Dawson said, “This explains exactly why I dislike family-run management. Even if
they’re related by blood, there will be rotten apples when there are too many
people. Rotten apples like that, even if just one or two, are enough to turn the
entire family bad in a short period of time.”

“What we need to do next is exercise caution,” Jasper said.

Dawson nodded to agree and then said with a frown, “I just received news that
Steven Monty will be reappointed as the chairman of Monty Enterprise’s board of
directors after nearly ten years of retirement. This shows that he’s planning to
intervene to handle the repercussions that this storm has brought.”



“They’re not going to let this drop so easily.” Jasper massaged his temples, and
Conrad’s face popped up in his mind.
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Honestly, in terms of schemes and means, Conrad was by far the most powerful
peer whom Jasper had ever encountered.

If Gale and the Laws had not backed him up this time, he might not have had
trouble bringing down the Hanks family, but he would have had trouble subduing
Conrad.

Jasper had a hunch that Conrad would be a huge problem to him.

After suffering a massive blow this time, Conrad was not going to attack rashly
anymore, but when he would attack, it was bound to be an earth-shattering one.

“What are you afraid of? When the soldiers arrive, we’ll use a general to keep
them off!”

Dawson patted Jasper on the shoulder and laughed. “If you can beat him once,
you can beat him twice.”

Just then, the office door was pushed open and Wendy walked in.

“Dad, I’m having dinner with Jasp tonight.” Wendy finished her sentence and was
about to drag Jasper out the door.

“We are? I didn’t know that!” Jasper exclaimed in surprise.



“You’ve been working your tail off. Didn’t Julian tell you yesterday that he and his
sister wanted to invite us to dinner?” Wendy was exasperated.

Jasper smacked his forehead and said, “Oh, right! Julian wants to introduce his
martial artist friend to us. I plan to hire a female bodyguard to protect you.”

Wendy used to be very resistant to bodyguards but had now learned her lesson
and did not object. She knew that her safety was no longer her own affairs. She
had to think about Dawson and Jasper too, at least to reassure them.

Wendy said helplessly, “I hope she isn’t the nosy kind.”

After a quick conversation with Dawson at the company, Jasper and Wendy went
downstairs together.

Julian and Cathy were already waiting downstairs.

“Mr. Laine, Ms. Schuler.”

Cathy took the initiative to greet them with a bright smile.

“Looking good.” Jasper laughed.

Cathy was recuperating really well after her surgery. Now that her leukemia had
cured, coupled with her stable job, Cathy felt as though her life had changed
completely.

She had put some effort into dressing up, and though she did not look gorgeous,
at least she looked healthy and ruddy—like a completely different person.

“Thanks for taking care of me, Mr. Laine, Ms. Schuler.” Cathy thanked them from
the bottom of her heart.



Jasper got into the car and waved his hand with a smile, saying, “You’re more
than welcome. You can call me Jasper. I’m just two months older than you, so it
doesn’t really matter.”

“Okay, Jasper,” Cathy said with delight.

“What sort of dinner are you treating us to today?” Jasper asked Julian who was
currently driving.

“Now that your earnings have increased, I can finally eat the food you’re treating
me to in peace, so don’t be stingy, okay?”

Julian could detect the humor in Jasper’s words and said with a smile, “I’m sorry
to disappoint you then, Jasper. I’m not planning to take you to a high-end hotel.”

“Oh, please don’t.” Jasper waved his hands, looking appalled. “The food in hotels
may be exquisite but I’ve gotten tired from eating it every day. I’m hoping to eat
something ordinary right now.”

“Well Jasper, Ms. Schuler, have you eaten crayfish before?” Julian asked.

Jasper’s eyes lit up.

This was 2001, and crayfish had yet to become popular.

Two years before his reincarnation, around the year 2017, crayfish started
becoming insanely popular.

“Let’s eat that, then,” Jasper said.

“What’s crayfish?” Wendy asked Jasper, tilting her head.

She had eaten all kinds of fish and lobster but not crayfish.



“An exquisite supper. In the world of supper, crayfish skewers can be considered
the King of Supper.” Jasper chuckled.


