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Without waiting for Jasper’s reply, she said, “I know that I can’t hide anything
from you. As the newly appointed president of the Terra regional branch of
Colossal Investments, is there any better way for me to highlight my abilities than
to exterminate Layman Investment Bank’s influence in Terra?”

“That’s why everything will remain the same as it has been in the past. This will
benefit both of us, so we need to work together earnestly.

“Perhaps I’ve been rather busy lately, which is why I haven’t had the time to look
at what he’s been doing. He has only just started working in Terra. Even if he
can’t wait any longer to go against me, he should at least gain a firm foothold and
build his own team up first. You’re in the same situation as he is, so you can’t
rush things,” Jasper said in a lukewarm tone.

“Don’t worry. I’m not asking you to go onto the battlefield tomorrow. I’m just
notifying you about it in advance so that you won’t be taken aback when you go
against him in the future. In any case, what have you been busy with lately?”
Celine asked.

“I have too many enemies. They’re all queueing up to attack me now. I have no
choice but to slowly defeat them one by one,” Jasper said with a smile.

“What a loud-mouth,” Celine said, rolling her eyes at him.

Julian had been by Jasper’s side for some time now. Jasper also realized that he
was getting better and better at coming up with sneaky ideas.

Jasper had originally intended to take Celine to a snack stall to grab some
scrumptious supper, so Julian had found a snack stall for him. However, the stall
was surrounded by several small hotels. What was he trying to imply?



The streets surrounding them were full of men and women that were wrapped in
each other’s arms as they walked into the hotels impatiently. Jasper could not
even tell if they were lovers or not. The women in the men’s embrace may not
even be their own wives–they could well be the wives of other people.

Celine evaluated their surroundings in amazement. She then cast a meaningful
glance at Jasper.

Jasper fixed his gaze on the hotpot restaurant in front of them. “Do you eat
mutton?” He asked Celine without turning to look at her.

“I don’t mind,” Celine said cheerily in a tone that resembled Jasper’s usual
demeanor. The explicit and implicit meanings behind her words were obvious.

“Let’s go then. Let’s have some mutton. I haven’t had it in a really long time,”
Jasper said as he made his way into the hotpot restaurant.

The both of them soon sat down at a table. After placing their orders, Jasper
regretted everything almost immediately.

A couple was seated right next to their table. Jasper and Celine both heard the
man tell the woman that he had just bought some imported condoms with an evil
smirk on his face. The woman then pouted shyly while she accepted a call from
someone that she addressed as her husband.

“I’m working late tonight. I may be crashing at Lily’s place tonight, so you should
rest first.

“Yes, I know. You’re so annoying. You don’t have to fetch me or wait for me. I’m
busy catching up with my work right now. Alright, goodbye.”

The woman walked out of the hotpot restaurant in the man’s arms while she
talked to her husband on the phone. They then made their way into a small hotel
nearby.



From their conversation, Jasper could picture a man putting down the phone in
despair with a bitter expression on his face, then getting up to continue doing the
chores

He just knew it. He had spent his all his days living that way in his past life.

However, Penelope Hunt had never cheated on him during their time together.
Usually, she only stayed out late to play poker with a few of her female friends.
Jasper was quite pleased about that.

Time truly flies. Those days felt like they were eons away now.

“Hey!”

Celine’s voice startled Jasper.

He returned to his senses and caught sight of Celine waving her hand in front of
him. “What is it?” Jasper asked.

“What are you thinking about? I’ve called your name a few times now, but it
seemed like you didn’t hear me,” Celine said. A mischievous smirk formed across
her face as she said, “Were you thinking about what the couple that had just left
are doing in their room right now?”
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“Do I seem that lifeless?” Jasper asked in annoyance.

Celine placed slices of mutton into the hotpot intently. She replied nonchalantly, “I
don’t know. After all, you’re still a man.”



Jasper chuckled and asked, “How long do you intend to stay in the Southeast
Province?”

Celine thought about it for a while before replying, “I guess I’ll stay three to five
days at most. I need to rush back to settle some work as my workload is piling
up. I’m getting a few days of rest before I busy myself. I won’t have much time to
go around once I officially take up the position.”

“What a coincidence. The topping-off ceremony of the Southface River project
will be held soon. You can leave after attending it,” Jasper said.

“I don’t have much time. When does it start?” Celine asked.

“The day after tomorrow,” Jasper said as he massaged his temples. “I’ve been
working day and night lately. I have so much work,” he added.

Just then, Jasper and Celine’s phones rang at the same time.

Both of them exchanged glances and proceeded to pick up their phones.

Jasper received a call from Jack Cullen. The first thing that he said caused
Jasper to frown.

“Mr. Laine, I realized that Sena’s shares are fluctuating abnormally, which is very
unusual, but I’m not sure why this is the case. Would you like to take a look at it
yourself?

Jasper replied, “Alright, keep your eyes on it. I’ll take a look as soon as possible.
Let’s contact each other if anything happens.”

“Alright, Mr. Laine.”

After hanging up the call, Jasper looked at Celine. He realized that she was
staring at him as well.



“I’m guessing that we’ve just received the same news,” Celine said. She seemed
to be rather pleased that the both of them were often on the same wavelength.

“Is it regarding Sena’s shares?” Jasper asked.

“It seems like we can’t finish this meal,” Celine sighed.

“Let’s go for now. I’ll ask Julian to pack some supper for us later,” Jasper said as
he got up.

Having fun was great, but business was still business. Jasper always recognized
the boundaries that existed between them.

At this stage, he had to prioritize his career. Everything else came second.

After all, he did not have complete autonomy over his empire right now. There
were too many people and forces working in the shadows right now. Even if he
was unwilling to move forward, he would be pushed forward by the people and
environment around him. If he stopped, his enemies would destroy him and
everything around him immediately.

This was the price that he had to pay for his rapid rise to success. It was a
necessary sacrifice.

On the way back to the office, Jasper’s head hurt. The internet speed during this
era was way too slow.

If this had happened during the era before his reincarnation, everything would be
much easier. He could just turn on his phone and check everything online.

However, as things stood, the phone was just a tool that enabled him to receive
messages and make calls.



Staring at the latest Nokia model that Wendy had gifted him with, Jasper was lost
in thought.

Should he lay out the market of the mobile phone in advance to accelerate the
development of mobile data?

However, this was an extremely complex industry, and it involved the most
sophisticated technologies. Forget him as an individual, other countries may not
be able to successfully navigate this industry either.

All things aside, Warwick was considered the world’s largest mobile phone
manufacturer in terms of the number of units sold before his reincarnation.
Officials from Somerland had also been vigorously showing their support for
Warwick as it was a national enterprise. However, what were the results from all
this?

The United States had its hands on all the technology. Without the processor chip
technology, Warwick could only try to win over people’s hearts to try and make an
impact.

If Jasper were to do this, he would not walk down the same path. He had to get a
firm hold of the processor technology.
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He did not aim to overtake the countries from the West, but he also did not want
to be taken for as a fool. The last thing he wanted was to get tricked or driven off
by other countries.

However, things were never this simple.



On an international scale, the technical blockade of Somerland and its
businessmen was extremely serious.

If one was from Somerland, one could only dream of getting their hands on the
best technology. They could only get their hands on things like the MP3, which
none of the technology conglomerates took seriously, easily. This was evident
from Sentel’s careless attitude toward them previously.

Just as he was thinking about this issue, the car arrived at the company.

The company had already moved into the Southface River Tower. As it was
around eleven o’clock at night, most of the lights in the building were off. The
corridors were quiet as well, and the entire building seemed desolate.

Jasper took the elevator to the top floor. After entering his office, Jasper asked
Julian to buy some supper. After that, he sat in front of his computer with Celine
and opened the interface of the US Nasdaq index.

Sena’s share price was 225 US dollars right now. It was an extremely high price.

However, Jasper frowned when he set his eyes on the share price.

Sometimes, a high share price did was not a good thing. If it was abnormally
high, it indicated that someone was speculating about the share. It was fine if
they just wanted to offload their shares and earn a large sum of money, however,
things would be different if they had ulterior motives.

Li Jin opened the trend chart and transaction data from the past week. He then
stared at the complicated data on the computer screen and fell into
contemplation.

As the president of the Terra regional branch of Colossal Investments, Celine
knew the financial share market well. After looking at the data for a while, she
could tell that the overall direction of the index seemed normal. However, there
were a few subtle points that most people would fail to notice.



Just as she was about to turn around and tell Jasper about it, she caught sight of
Jasper’s side profile. His brows were pinched into a slight frown while his gaze
was fixed on the computer screen.

He was pondering something.

Right then, Celine had the urge to pounce on him and take him as hers as she
stared at the conscientious expression on his side profile.

In Celine’s eyes, a man’s charm was definitely not found in his facial features.

Celine would not even bat an eye at the handsome young men out there.
Furthermore, the youth were now ushering in a non-mainstream trend where
men liked to grow out their hair and surround themselves with a melancholic
aura. Celine was amused by this trend.

It made them look neither manly nor feminine. It was simply a deformed
aesthetic.

In Celine’s opinion, men had to have their own characteristic aura. It could be the
residual scent of washing powder on clothes, or it could be the elegant scent of a
cologne, but most importantly, they had to emanate self-confidence, maturity, and
power!

A man should have a spine that was strong enough to support a woman. A man
should have arms and shoulders that were capable of blocking all wind and rain
for a woman.

“There’s a problem.”

Jasper was oblivious to the intense thoughts running through Celine’s mind at
that moment. After saying these three words, he immediately called Jack Tanner.

He did not even spare a glance at Celine.



Keen as he was, Jasper had detected something unusual in the index. The
potential ploys raised by these unusual signs could give rise to very serious
consequences!

Therefore, he did not have time to discuss or mull it over. He instantly woke Jack
up from his deep slumber with a phone call.

“What’s wrong, Mr. Laine?”

Far away in Swallow Capital, Jack turned on the bedside lamp in his dark
bedroom. He put on his glasses and asked Jasper over the phone.

“Haven’t you noticed that the trend of Sena’s share price is moving in an
abnormal direction? We’re a listed company, so your vigilance really disappoints
me!

“If any of our enemies want to go against Sena right now, they would start with
the Nasdaq!

“They’re already pointing their guns at our doorstep, but you’re all still sleeping?”
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Jasper’s words caused all of Jack’s drowsiness to instantly vanish.

He snapped to attention, immediately awake.

“What’s going on, Mr. Laine? I did not receive any reports,” Jack said as he put
on a coat. He rushed into his study without putting on his slippers.



Jasper suppressed the burning rage within him and spoke in a heavy voice.

“Some people have been secretly collecting shares since last week. It’s possible
they have been doing so for even longer. They have pushed the stock price up
by 8%. So, what does this mean?

“This means that they have accumulated a large number of shares. If they aren’t
worried about being discovered, they single-handedly have the ability to cause
Sena’s share price to rise or absolutely plummet.

“Once they start doing that, the retail investors will definitely sell their shares in
order to protect their investment due to the continuous fluctuations. This will
happen regardless of if the price rises or falls to its limit.

“At this moment, if they accept any orders, the number of shares under their
control will increase greatly. If they don’t, Sena’s share price will collapse. Do I
still need to explain all this to you?”

After registering Jasper’s words, Jack, who was waiting for his computer to turn
on, broke out into a cold sweat.

He understood why Jasper was behaving so sternly right now. Thus, he gulped
and replied, “Sorry, Mr. Laine. We were being negligent.”

“You guys have been way too complacent lately. Do you think that you can sit
back and relax now that you’re the top Internet company in the country?”

Although Jasper’s tone was not heavy, his words were harsh.

“I deserve to be penalized, Mr. Laine,” Jack said.

“It’s not the time to talk about punishments now. Ask the person in charge of this
area to wake up and come up with a countermeasure right now.



“If I’m not satisfied with your plan, I don’t mind firing the entire department!”

Jack smiled bitterly as he heard the beep of Jasper hanging up the call.

Right then, Jack’s wife, who had gotten up as well, came in with a cup of hot tea.
It was the blend that Jack usually enjoyed. She placed the cup beside Jack and
said in a gentle voice, “What’s wrong? Did you get scolded by Mr. Laine?”

Jack sighed and said, “I don’t blame him. Everyone at the company is at fault,
including me. Too many people have been blinded by the glory of our successful
listing. We shouldn’t have acted that way.

“Alright, you should go rest. I don’t think I’ll get any sleep tonight,” Jack said as
he patted his wife’s hand.

…

Nauritus City, Southface River Tower.

“You’re unexpectedly fierce when you scold people,” Celine told Jasper.

Jasper massaged his temples and said in exasperation, “It’s understandable if
the people from Sena didn’t notice this problem, but I’m displeased at the fact
that everyone, Jack included, has been blinded by the wealth and glory of the
company’s listing!

“Do you know what half of Sena’s executives were up to some time ago? They
were either throwing celebratory parties or accepting interviews from financial
magazines. What nonsense!

“Dane Warren, the founder of Sena that I had previously kicked out, turned out to
behave the best out everyone in the senior management team. He reaped the
most profits amongst all the executives with all the shares that he owned.
Nevertheless, he was down-to-earth and managed to operate most of the
company’s business on his own.”



Celine shook her head. “This usually happens once a company expands. All
sorts of birds tend to flock into a large forest. Those employees have worked
hard for so many years. Now that the company has been listed and is making a
large sum of profits, their bonuses have increased greatly as well. It’s natural for
them to become conceited,” she said in an understanding tone.

“Such fickle-minded people. In that case, I’ll pour a bucket of cold water over
their heads. Only those who return to their senses can remain. Those who can’t
recover from their current states should all leave the company,” Jasper said in an
even tone.

“What do you intend to do about this?” Celine asked as she pointed to the
computer screen.

“I have no idea,” Jasper heaved a sigh while he shook his head.

“We don’t know the identity nor goals of our opponent. The only thing we can do
now is to keep track of their activity.

“We need to raise funds and wait for our opponent to take action. Once they
hammer the market, we need to spend a large sum of money to get a hold of
their shares. Otherwise, the share price will collapse. If that happens, Sena will
suffer a major loss. We won’t be able to recover from the damage even after a
whole year. Now, everything depends on the number of shares that they own and
what they intend to do with it.”

“Look here!” Celine exclaimed suddenly as she rotated Jasper’s computer
monitor. She inched closer to Jasper and got up to grab ahold of the mouse.

She had to lean across Jasper’s body to do so.

Jasper watched as Celine slowly approached him. When Celine moved the
mouse and began to retrieve the data on the screen, strands of her hair tickled
Jasper’s face in a mischievous manner.



His face itched, but his heart craved for her even more.

The fragrance of her perfume lingered about his sense as strands of her hair
brushed against his skin. It felt like she was teasing him slowly and trying to test
his limits.

However, Celine did not notice all these details this time around. She did not
even realize that the distance between both of them was very inappropriate at
that moment.

After displaying the data on the screen, Celine sat back down on her seat.

“Generally speaking, the larger the trading volume, the higher the share price will
be. After all, the price will naturally go up if there’s a consistent amount of trading.

“Although Sena’s trading volume has continually increased since last week, the
share price has remained stable.

“This person is a master. His methods are extremely confusing.

“However, the data won’t lie. Linking all of these clues together, I’m almost
certain that the person behind all this definitely isn’t trying to earn a fortune by
manipulating Sena’s share price…

“This person is aiming to take over Sena completely by absorbing a large number
of shares!”
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As soon as Celine finished speaking, she noticed that Jasper was looking at her
like she was an alien.



“Why are you looking at me like that?” Celine asked.

“I realized that for you to be able to replace William and take the position of the
president of the Terra regional branch of Colossal Investments, that you must be
quite capable as well,” Jasper said sincerely.

“Why’s that? Don’t you think that I got this position just because I rode on your
coattails?” Celine asked proudly.

“I never said that,” Jasper chuckled. “You got the position because of your own
abilities,” he added.

Celine glanced at Jasper and continued speaking in a serious tone.

“We can basically confirm our opponent’s goal now. He doesn’t want money. He
has acquired a book loss of approximately 200 million US dollars in order to stifle
the share price during this period. This is just a rough estimate that we can use to
make an educated guess.”

“Can you find out who is it?”

Jasper shook his head after hearing Celine say this. “As I’ve told you previously, I
have too many opponents. All of them are imbued with a motive and the ability to
pursue their goals. With the limited number of clues that we have right now, I still
can’t tell who’s behind all of this,” he said.

“In that case, there’s no way to find out.”

Celine spread her arms and said, “I can only help you by analyzing the other
party’s intention and possible goal on a technical level. I can’t help you resolve
this problem or tell you how to fish them out.”

“You’ve already helped me a great deal,” Jasper told her in a sincere tone.



Jasper knew how to interpret the market board. His skills were impressive as
well.

However, his skills only applied to general situations. They were not enough for
him to see through the meticulous plots set up by masters in the share market
like the one that he was facing right now.

He did not emerge victorious in the stock markets of Harbor City and Nasdaq
because of his skills. Rather, he had managed to do so because he possessed a
strategic vision and planning that went beyond the current era and extended
almost two decades into the future.

He knew about the classic financial battles that would happen in the future. He
also knew a lot of cases whereby immaculate manipulation of the market led to
fascinating results.

Therefore, this knowledge served to greatly improved Jasper’s strategic planning.

Meanwhile, he simply relied on the technical skills that he had gained from his
experience of working at a financial company for more than ten years in his
previous life to get by.

When it came to his technical skills, Jasper could not even begin to compare to
Jake Cullen.

At that moment, Jasper had finally witnessed the extraordinary trading skills of
the top trader of the era.

Ordinary people may see streaks of broken lines when they looked at a market
index, but Celine Maynard could instantly detect the true meaning concealed by
the data whenever she looked at it.

Jasper was beyond jealous of her talent and abilities.



“Now that we know that the other party is trying to hammer the market, we aren’t
left with many options.”

Jasper said in an exceptionally calm and even tone.

“If an ordinary person were in such a situation, they would definitely be overcome
with anxiety regardless of how self-confident they were. But, look at you. You
don’t look nervous at all,” Celine remarked in amusement.

“It’s important not to panic before the battle begins. Furthermore, it’s useless to
do so. I think that I’m rather lucky, as , at the very least, we have uncovered our
opponent’s plans. It’d have been too late if we discovered his plans after he
made his move,” Jasper said.

“By the way, was the person that reminded you about this issue one of your
subordinates? If he is, you should really reward him. One of the professional
teams from the investment bank discovered this problem on our side. That
person managed to find out about it at the same time as our team did. His skills
are pretty extraordinary.”

After hearing this, the image of Jake’s face flashed across Jasper’s mind. He
chuckled and said, “He deserves a reward, but we’ll talk about it after we
overcome this challenge.”

Since they had already uncovered the other party’s plans, the next steps that
Jasper planned to take were extremely simple.

He began to raise money from Sena’s company funds as well as whatever
money he could pull from his private account.

The share market could be complicated, but it was also extremely simple at
times.

At the end of the day, everyone was just fighting for money.



Jasper planned to catch their opponent off guard by making sure that he did not
have the chance to mobilize his funds. That way, he could achieve a highly
satisfactory result with a minimum cost.

However, once they got into a tug of war, it would be a battle waged with money.

If their opponent offered to buy shares from the sellers for five dollars per share,
Jasper would offer them a price of six dollars per share. If their opponent offered
the sellers six dollars per share, Jasper would offer them seven dollars.

If their opponent sold his shares for five dollars per share, Jasper would sell them
for four dollars per share. If their opponent offered to sell his shares for three
dollars per share, Jasper would sell them for two dollars.

In the end, the one who finishes spending all of their money first would lose the
battle.

“As the actual head and majority shareholder of Sena, you can always release
some shares into the market. No matter how many shares our opponent buys, he
would still only be buying the shares that you’ve released. There’s no need for
you to personally engage him in battle.”

Celine told Jasper when she saw him mobilizing his funds.

Jasper shook his head and said, “I cannot lose control of the company. Who
knows? This might very well be our opponent’s goal. Won’t I be in great trouble if
some people came together and asked me for additional shares after forcing me
to give up my rights as the company chairman? If that were to happen, I’d lose
control of Sena.”

“In other words, you have a strong desire to have control over everything. If
someone wants to overthrow you and gain control of Sena, it’d cost them a sum
of more than 4 billion US dollars given Sena’s current share price and market
capital. That is pretty much impossible,” Celine said.



“I managed to get all the way here because I’m good at making the impossible
possible, and dashing my enemies’ hopes of defeating me,” Jasper said calmly.

Celine was stunned. She could not help but smile when she thought of his
shocking life experience. “You’re right, I forgot how you made it big. In that case, I
won’t comment any further on your choices,” she said.

“I need your help in terms when it comes to technical skills. I’m not as good as
you are,” Jasper said.

“You need to pay me for this,” Celine said in a satisfied tone.

“Sure, I’ll pay you an hourly wage of 100000 dollars per hour.”

“Talking about money will hurt my feelings. I don’t need your money. Why don’t
we talk about our feelings instead?”

“It’s a waste of money to talk about our feelings. I’d rather hurt your feelings.”

“You scumbag!”

…

Conrad Monty opened the door of a villa located in Nauritus City. Valentine
Estrada was in the midst of a heated discussion in a video conference with their
team in the United States.

“Mr. Monty.”

Valentine got up and greeted Conrad when he entered the room.

Valentine’s eyes were bloodshot, and she looked extremely tired. “You’ve worked
hard during this period. I’ll let you go on a long holiday once things are over.



You’ll be given a nice bonus as well, so you’ll have time to relax by then,” Conrad
said in a gentle voice.

Valentine grinned and said, “I don’t find it difficult. I’ve found something truly
meaningful to do with my life; I’ve been wasting my life away before this.”

Indeed, this was meaningful. They were attempting to pry apart a listed company
with a market value of billions of dollars, with a capital flow of 10 billion US
dollars. How could it not be meaningful?

“How’s everything going?” Conrad asked.


